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NEWTON  ABBOT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
.ANNUAL  REPORT  -  1956 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  my  report  on  the  Health  in  this  Rural 
District  for  the  year  ended  31st.  December,  1956 

This  year  is  the  first  since  1950  in  which  the  Death 
rate,  corrected  to  allow  for  the  preponderence  of  elderly 
people  in  this  Rural  District,  is  above  the  level  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The  figures  since  1951  are 
of  interest:-* 


Rural  District  England^  Wales 


11.84 

9.47 

9.49 

10.33 

10.22 

12.08 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 


12.5 

11.3 

11.4 
11.3 
11.7 
11.7 


With  regard  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in 
the  Area  the  most  disturbing  feature  was  the  occurrence 
of  two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever.  This  disease  continues  to 
be  endemic  in  South  Devon  and  efforts  are  continually 
being  made  by  the  use  of  sewer  swabs  to  isolate  cases  and 
carriers  of  the  disease.  Only  three  cases  of  Polio¬ 

myelitis  occurred  in  the  year  and  with  the  commencement  of 
vaccination  against  this  disease  in* lay  of  this  year  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  incidence  of  this  most  dreaded  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  will  decrease  and  that  the  success  which 
followed  the  immunisation  campaign  against  Diphtheria  will 
be  repeated. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria,  the  first  in  this  District  for 
many  years,  was  a  skin  infection  in  a  person  who  had  recent¬ 
ly  returned  from  the  Tropics. 
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Only  three  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  and  only 
twelve  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  -  both  very  low 
figures* 


I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillors, 
and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  help  and  co-oper¬ 
ation  received  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1953 
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statistics  and  social  CONDITIONS  op  the  area 


Area  (in  ooros)  . . 

Population  Mid  1  956 . *  .  . . . 

Population  1  951  Census  . . . .  , »  .  . 

Population  Administrative  County  of  Devon  1956 
Rateable  Value  as  at  1st*  January,  1956  ....... 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st.  December ,  1956 
Product  of  Id.  rate  as  at  1st.  April ,  1956..... 


. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male  Female 

Le  gi  t  imat  e  1  41  134 

Illegitimate  9  15 

150  1 49 


Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 
Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1 000  total  population  England 

and  Wales 


still  births 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  population 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  and  Wales 


92,650 
25,620 
25,795 
51 2,700 
153,976 
252,539 

613 


Total 

275 

24 

299 


11.67 
13.65 

12.96 

14. 77 
15.6 

Total 

6 

0.2  3 

19.67 

22.7 

22.9 
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DEATHS. 


THe  average  age  at  death,  from  all  causes,  was  found  to  be 
70,03  years.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  age  of 
all  male  deaths  is  69.09  years  and  for  female  deaths  71.02 


years. 

Male,  Female c  Total. 

189  184  373 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  14.56 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  12.08 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  14.48 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  11.15 

Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and  Wales  11.7 


Infant  Mortality 

(Death  of  Infants  under  1  year) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  4  3  7 

Illegitimate  -  - 

Infant  Mortality  (Death  of  Infants  under  one  year) 


per  1000  related  live  births  23.41 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  23.7 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 
(Death  of  Infants  under  4  weeks) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  22  4 

Illegitimate  -  -  - 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  4  weeks)  ■  . 

per  1000  related  live  births  13.38 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  England  and  Wales  16.8 


Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  the  area  during  1956.  Three 
maternal  deaths  occurred  within  the  Administrative  County  of 
Devon. 
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AGE  AT  DEATH 


Male  Female 


Infants  -under  4  weeks 

2 

Infants  under  1  year 

2 

i 

— 

5 

i 

15 

2 

25 

3 

45 

39 

65 

59 

75  and  over 

81 

189 

Total  373 

CAUSES  OF 

DEATH 

Male 

All  causes 

189 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

i 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

22 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

i 

Diabetes, 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

29 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

35 

Hypertension  with  heart  disea; 

se 

k 

Other  heart  disease 

25 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

41 

54 

82 

184 


Female 

184 


3 

3 

6 

3 

22 

1 

38 

18 

5 

31 


carried  forward  1  23 


130 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  (continued)  Male 

■brought  forward  1  23 

Other  circulatory  disease  6 

Influenza  1 

Pneumonia  7 

Bronchitis  14 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system  4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

Gongenital  malformations  4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  13 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  2 

Suicide  3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  1 


189 


Total-  373 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Male 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

9 

Measles 

32 

kh 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

Diphtheria 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

7 

8 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

— 

49 

69 

......  . 

Female 

130 

8 

1 

4 

9 

1 

2 


2 

20 

2 

5 


Total 

6 

10 

76 

3 

1 

15 

5 

2 

118 


Total:  118 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Eleven  cases  of  pulmonary  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1956.  Details  are  set  out 
in  the  following  table: 

AGE  PERIODS  CASES 


Under  five  years 

5  - 

15 

25  - 

45  - 

65  and  over 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Me  _ M.  _ F_.__ 


p  — 

1  2 

3  -  1 


9  2  1 

Total:  12 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1914-8  and  1951. 

Official  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assist¬ 
ance  ActSj  1948  and  1951  was  necessary  in  only  one  case 
during  1  956. 
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HOUS ING 


During  the  year  ended  31st.  December,  1956  sixty-two 
housee  were  completed  by  the  Council  as  shewn  in  the  table 
given  below: - 


PARISH 

NUMBER  OP  HOUSES 

BOVEY  TRACEY  (Heathfield) 

22 

KER SWELLS  (Kingskerswell ) 

22 

KINGSTEIGNTON 

18 

62 

Total:  62. 


Private  Enterprise 

During  the  year  the  number  of  Houses  completed  under 
the  heading  of  private  enterprise  was  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 


ACTION  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS. 


Under  the  provisions  of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
Pour  Notices  were  served. 

Seven  premises  were  closed  to  comply  with  Statutory 
Undertakings  which  had  been  given. 

Seven  properties  were  re-conditioned  according  to 
Undertakings  given. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act.  1936. 


No  Notices  were  served  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Section  during  1956. 

Housing  Acts.  1949  -  1954 


Improvement  Grants 

1949  -  1954. 
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